Testimony given by WISDOM to Assembly sub-committee on Corrections and the Courts of the Wisconsin state legislature March 3rd 2004.

Dear Chairman Bies,

Here is the supporting documentation that we presented yesterday in support of AB 923 as promised.

We appreciate your commitment to justice in our state.

As I mentioned MN and WI have very similar populations (approx 5 million each) and demographics. The figures from the US Census Bureau 2001 are: WI - 5.4 million people and MN - 5.0 million people. They also interestingly have very similar rates of violent crime, see attached file 01-BJS Violent Crime WI MN. The prison and jail populations are fundamentally different:

WISCONSIN

22,000 in state prison 

11,800 in county jail 

Corrections Budget of $ 1,000 million p.a.

Highest African-American Incarceration Rate in Country > 4% of Pop (National Avg 2.2%)

MINNESOTA

7,000 in state prison

5,500 in county jail

Corrections Budget of $ 400 million p.a.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MINNESOTA AND WISCONSIN IS COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS OF WHICH AB 923 IS AN EXCELLENT START.

Sources of data:

(1) 02-BJS Prison Pop WI MN shows the state prison populations in MN and WI from 1977 to 2001 - source Bureau of Justice Statistics and states own DOC websites 

MN - http://www.doc.state.mn.us/aboutdoc/statistics/adultprofile712002.htm
WI - http://www.wi-doc.com/index_adult.htm
(2) County Jail Pop BJS shows the avg daily population of county jails in MN and WI in 1999 - source Bureau of Justice Statistics. 1999 is the most recent year I can find data for both states to compare them, WI actually had an average daily population of 13,600 in 2002/2003 but I have not found the corresponding figure for MN for this year.

(3) BJS Mid Yr Bulletin 2001- This Bulletin contains the information about WI having the highest incarceration rate for African Americans in the country. Refer to Table 16 on Page 13 of the report.

(4) Dept of Corrections budgets:   MN http://www.doc.state.mn.us/aboutdoc/statistics/budget.htm
WI http://www.doa.state.wi.us/debf/doc_view2.asp?budid=11
I also address your attention to a study done by the Rand Corporation in 1994. It was commissioned by a number of agencies including the US Army. Attached is a summary of the study on the costs related to reducing drug consumption by means of different policies. I highlight the important finding of the study on page 4 - that $1 spent on treatment has the same effect on reducing drug consumption as spending $7 domestic law enforcement.

We appreciate your efforts in bringing justice to our city, county and state. Please contact me if you have any questions or if we can be of help in progressing this agenda forward.

Sincerely

Conor Williams

Co-chair of WISDOM TIP Committee

conor.williams@stonedimensions.com
