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WISCONSIN CAN’T AFFORD NOT TO INVEST $22 MILLION TO GIVE JUDGES TREATMENT OPTIONS FOR NON-VIOLENT OFFENDERS
Faith communities from around Wisconsin stand together to call on Wisconsin’s Governor and Legislature to invest in healing and hope in the 2007-09 state budget.  Wisconsin has tried and failed to solve its problems through retribution and punishment.  After nearly two decades of unrestrained incarceration and prison-building, our state:
· Has among the highest rates of incarceration for African-Americans in the nation, and even in the world;

· Has grown its Corrections budget to over $1 billion per year (roughly $400 million more than our neighbors in Minnesota).

It is unjust and unacceptable for Wisconsin to increase its Corrections budget by AN ADDITIONAL $288 million per year without first taking the necessary steps to keep non-violent offenders out of the Corrections system.  It is commendable that the state is planning to make desperately-needed improvements in mental health care, drug and alcohol treatment, and other health care in our state’s prisons.  However, if we did not send record numbers of non-violent mentally ill and addicted people to prisons, we would not need to spend millions converting our prisons into hospitals.
There is a sure, locally-controlled, community-based mechanism that can immediately reduce Wisconsin’s prison and jail populations.  The Treatment Alternatives and Diversions (TAD) program began in 2006.  In that first round of grants:
· 25 counties submitted Treatment Instead of Prison plans, with a combined cost of more than $4 million, despite the fact that the program was new and resources were very limited.  
· The state of Wisconsin gave about $2 million in grants, which the state estimates will save taxpayers more than $6 million in County and State incarceration costs.

More counties are prepared to submit plans to restore non-violent offenders to society, to save people and taxpayers from the vicious circle of the corrections system.  The 2006 Justice Strategies study recommends that $22 million would provide full funding so that judges can have real options in dealing with non-violent offenders in need of treatment, saving jail and prison space for those who truly pose a danger to society.

WISDOM is a congregation-based organization comprised of more than 125 congregations, in seven different local organizations around Wisconsin.  We work together to give voice to our values and dedication to the common good.  We can be reached at (414) 831-2070, or at wisdomwi@sbcglobal.net.  
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